
 

 

 

 

 

 

To All Parents and Carers                11 February 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

March INSET Day and End-of-Term Easter Early Closure 

As a reminder, and in line with published term dates, the school will be closed to all students on Friday 13 March 2026 
for staff training. 

As a Church of England school, we recognise Maundy Thursday as an important day in the ChrisƟan calendar. As such, 
the Academy will close early on Thursday 2 April 2026 in preparaƟon for the Easter period. Students will be dismissed 
at 12.15pm. This early closure supports the coordinated closure of other local schools. A grab-and-go lunch will be 
available for students who are eligible for free school meals, which can be collected prior to dismissal. The Academy 
will then re-open and students will return on Monday 20 April 2026, at the normal start Ɵme of 8.25am. Thank you for 
your understanding and conƟnued support. 

Attendance  
 
The final week of this half term marks the 100th school day of this academic year.  As well as celebrating the record 
number of students who have achieved 100% attendance by attending school every day up to this point, we are also 
recognising those students who have demonstrated significant improvements by attending school more regularly than 
they have done previously. Certificates are being issued this week, and positive reinforcement messages are being 
shared with home. Well done to students and thank you to parents and carers for your ongoing support! 
 
As you know attendance remains one of our key priorities, and all students must attend school every day in order for 
them to achieve their best.  We ask that parents and carers discuss attendance and punctuality frequently at home and 
monitor this using the free EduLink portal.  Working together means each student can maximise their potential, so 
please also discuss any attendance issues with school so that we can support where extra help is needed and overcome 
any barriers to attending school. Your child’s Year Leader is usually the best person to speak to in the first instance. 
 
Behaviour 
 
This has been a highly successful half term, with students seƩling confidently into 2026 and demonstraƟng a posiƟve 
approach to St Anne's. We have seen a significant increase in posiƟves awarded in lessons as students follow the St 
Anne’s Way and engage in their learning. This term also marked the launch of the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award for 
Year 9 students, an excellent opportunity to develop resilience, teamwork and independence.  

We have also seen the AƩendance League winners, celebraƟng with a Domino’s pizza lunch, and it has been encouraging 
to see many forms promoted due to improved aƩendance. Looking ahead, we are excited about our end-of-year 
Blackpool trip and encourage parents and carers to support their child in maintaining great aƩendance, punctuality and 
behaviour in order to receive an invitaƟon. We have conƟnued to focus on improving punctuality to school and lessons, 
helping students understand the importance of this and the posiƟve impact it can have on their future opportuniƟes. 



 
 

  

Year 11  
 
As the summer GCSE examination season fast approaches, we continue to prepare and support our students to achieve 
high grades. All Year 11 students began sitting their Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) on Monday 9 February, and these 
will continue until Thursday 12 March 2026. During this PPE period, there will be a schedule of examination focussed 
morning and after school revision sessions to help students gain as many marks as possible in these final preparation 
examinations. The timetable has been shared with students and is attached as Appendix 1. It is important that students 
attend and sit each examination to ensure their PPE grades are completed as we are in the process of writing college 
references.  
 
We are also 4 weeks into our Saturday morning revision sessions for students to help improve their English and Maths 
subject knowledge and revision techniques. If you are interested in your child attending Saturday school, then please 
contact Dr Schofield or Miss Conway. The remaining Saturday morning sessions are from 10am to 12noon on 21 March 
28 March 25 April 9 May and 16 May. Year 11 students are supported at these sessions by high achieving A-Level 
students from Rochdale Sixth Form College in small tutoring groups, alongside St Anne’s teaching staff. 
 
Year 11 February 2026 Half Term Revision Sessions  
 
As part of our commitment to support students in their examinaƟon preparaƟons some departments are providing 
revision sessions during the February half term break, as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like your support to encourage your child to aƩend these sessions which will help them towards achieving 
their target grades. The revision sessions will be with a subject specialist teacher who has planned the session to deliver 
topics your child needs to improve on and will be extremely beneficial.  To sign up for these sessions, please scan the 
QR code or click on the link below and select the subjects your child studies and wishes to aƩend by Thursday 12 
February 2026 so that we can organise refreshments. 

  

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

hƩps://forms.office.com/e/DJ0XtMFTk6 



 
 

  

Year 10 Work Experience  
 
Year 10 students will be embarking on their work experience next term. The programme will run from Monday 30th 
March – Thursday 2 April 2026. Work experience has many benefits in preparing young adults for their next steps into 
the working world and we ask that you support your child through this process. We will be available to answer any 
quesƟons you may have during the Year 10 Progress Evening this Thursday 12 February 2026.  

For further informaƟon please contact Ms Z Phillips at zphillips@stannesacademy.org.uk.  

Careers Festival 
 
Our careers fesƟval was held at the academy on Tuesday 10 February 2026. We invited local businesses and colleges to 
meet with our students to provide insight into further educaƟon, apprenƟceships, the working world and to learn about 
transferable skills for a variety of career routes.  

JD Sports Foundation Careers Convention 
 
We are looking forward to taking all Year 10 students to the JD Sports Careers Event in Manchester on Wednesday 25 
February 2026. Students will have hands-on experiences designed to inspire, inform and equip them with the tools 
needed to thrive in today’s fast-paced world of work.  
 
Academy Ski Trip – Claviere, Italy 

We are delighted to share that next year will bring great excitement as the Academy’s bi-annual ski trip returns, taking 
students to the slopes of Claviere, Italy, for what promises to be a memorable week. This trip offers a wonderful 
opportunity for students to develop their skills in an exhilaraƟng sport while gaining valuable new experiences in an 
inspiring winter mountain environment. All informaƟon and updates relaƟng to the trip will be available via Edulink. 

Lent: 40 Acts of Kindness 

We are embarking on our annual 40 Acts of Kindness Easter project, with local trust primary schools also getting 
involved as well as our own students. Look out for regular progress and news postings on Twitter and Facebook. 40 
Acts is about doing Lent differently and making it more than just giving something up for that period. All the random 
acts of kindness have been created by the student leadership team here at St Anne’s.  
 
Finally, I would like to wish everyone an enjoyable half term break, and we look forward to seeing all our students safely 
back in school and ready to learn at 08:25am on Monday 23 February 2026. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr C Heyes 

Headteacher 
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