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To All Parents and Carers

4 December 2025
Dear Parents and Carers

It has been a very strong start to the academic year. Students have been working hard in lessons and have embraced a
wide range of opportunities beyond the classroom, including Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, a flag football trip, a visit
to Oxford University, and a memorable theatre performance of The Tempest. We were also delighted to receive a
record number of Year 7 applications for our September 2026 cohort, reflecting the growing strength and quality of
our school. It has been a remarkable beginning, and we look forward to seeing what more our students will achieve.

Student Rewards

The Autumn term has been filled with a wide range of enriching and memorable experiences for our students. The
winning forms of each year group had the pleasure of participating in events such as UV Dodgeball and a Festive
Christmas afternoon, where students embraced teamwork and energy in a fun and engaging way.

We are also thrilled to announce the winners of the second attendance league of the school year. These outstanding
students will be rewarded with early lunch passes as a recognition of their consistent punctuality and commitment to
being present.

During the last week of term, we will be holding our prestigious Award Assemblies where we recognise and celebrate
students for their academic progress, hard work, and perseverance. These events are a wonderful opportunity to
honour those who have gone above and beyond in their studies and be praised for their determination and efforts.

In addition to these special occasions, we continue to offer daily and weekly recognition to our students through value
points, scholar cards, and the weekly Headteacher’s Breakfast, all of which serve as a celebration of their positive
behaviour, achievements, and contributions to the school community.

We would also like to remind parents and carers that students who demonstrate excellent attendance, good behaviour,
and punctuality will be eligible for the highly anticipated Blackpool Trip at the end of the school year in July. This exciting
opportunity serves as a reward for those who consistently uphold the values of our school. We take great pride in the
hard work, dedication and accomplishments of our students, and we are excited to see what the remainder of the
school year will bring.

Year 9 Options
The Year 9 options process begins next term, the key dates for your diary are:
e 29 January: Options and Parents’ Evening
e 23 February: Deadline for all Year 9 students to submit their options form

Further information will be available on the school website, including an overview of the full process and detailed
guidance on the subjects we offer.
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Harvest Appeal

As part of our Love Thy Neighbour initiative, we recently held our Harvest Appeal, and we’re delighted to share that
your generosity has made a real difference. Together, we collected enough food to support 613 meals, helping to provide
for some of our local families in need. Your kindness and compassion reflect the true spirit of Harvest — sharing what
we have so that others may flourish. Thank you for your continued support and for showing our children the power of
giving and community care

Academy Christmas Celebrations

Year 7 students will be participating in the annual Christmas Service at St Leonard’s Parish Church in Middleton on the
afternoon of Monday 15 December 2025. Year 7 parents are welcome to attend this service.

Our students will be serving a Christmas meal on Wednesday 10 December 2025 to our community Pensioners’ group
as part of their Love Thy Neighbour project activities.

Christmas Lunch for the whole school will also take place on Tuesday 9 December 2025 and will be free of charge to
everyone. This will also be Christmas Jumper Day when students may wear a Christmas jumper or one other festive
item of clothing. Apart from the jumper or other item, such as socks or a scarf, students must wear full uniform.
Students are asked to donate £1 on Christmas Jumper Day.

School Production: Beauty & The Beast, 9 and 10 December 2025

Next week, our Heart Space will be transformed into an enchanted theatrical wonderland as our talented students bring
Beauty and the Beast to life in what promises to be a truly spectacular 2025 production. Months of dedication,
imagination, and passion have gone into creating a show that will completely immerse our audience in the magic of this
beloved story. Rehearsals have been filled with energy and excitement as cast members perfected harmonies, mastered
scene changes, and brought each character’s personality to life. Our incredible staff and volunteers have poured
countless hours into shaping every detail. Costumes have been carefully designed, sets have been built to transform the
stage, and technical crews have worked meticulously on lighting, sound, and special effects to make the experience
unforgettable.

Tickets are available from the Admin Office:
Adults: £5

Children: £3

Family Ticket [2 adults and 2 children]: £10

Join us for an evening of wonder, beauty, and unforgettable performances. We look forward to welcoming you to this
fabulous event!

Operation Christmas Child

As part of our Love Thy Neighbour initiative, we were blessed to send 28 Operation Christmas Child boxes this year. Each
one carries not only gifts, but also love, hope, and a reminder to every child who receives it that they are valued and
cared for.

Together, we've helped bring a little extra light and joy into the lives of young people around the world this Christmas.
Thank you to everyone who contributed, your generosity truly makes a difference.
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Message from the Chaplain at Christmas

As Christmas approaches, | find myself reflecting on the many blessings we’ve experienced together this year. The spirit
of St Anne’s — your faith, generosity, and care for one another — continues to be a true sign of God’s presence among
us.

This season invites us to pause and remember the simple but profound message of Christmas: that God’s love came to
dwell with us in the humblest of ways. May that same love bring peace to your heart and light to your home.

Thank you for the kindness and support you’ve shown throughout the year. It is a joy and a privilege to share this journey
of faith with you.

May Christ’s joy be with you this Christmas, and may the New Year bless you with hope, health, and every happiness.
With warm wishes and prayer.

Closure for Christmas on Friday 19 December 2025

We will offer a ‘grab and go’ lunch service to all students on the last day of term on a pre-order basis only. Students
who normally pay for their meals will need to pay as usual so please ensure that your child has enough funds on their
lunch account.

The Academy will then close for the Christmas break slightly earlier than normal, as in previous years on the last day of
the Autumn Term. Students in Years 7 to 10 inclusive will be dismissed at 12:00 noon. Year 11 will be dismissed earlier
at approximately 10:30, following their College Application examination results event that morning.

Parents and carers of Year 11 students have been invited to attend this event between 09:00 and 09:30, after which
students will participate in the Year 11 Achievement Assembly.

Term Dates 2026/27

For your information, term dates for next academic year are attached to this letter as Appendix 1.

Finally, | would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year when they arrive, and we look
forward to seeing all our students safely back in school and ready to learn at 08:25 on Monday 5 January 2026.

Yours sincerely,

e —

Mr C Heyes

Headteacher

Find us on our socials:

www.stannesacademy.org.uk B @StAnnesCEAcademy o @StAnnesAcademy
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Appendix 1

Term Time and Holiday Patterns 2026/27
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School closed for staff training days [INSET]
Term time dates, school open to students
School holidays
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NB: 2 further INSET dates to be confirmed.
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