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To All Parents and Carers

3 December 2024

Dear Parents and Carers

It has been a very successful start to the academic year with the best ever GCSE results earned by our hardworking and
determined Class of 2024, confirmation of our Ofsted Good rating and the highest number of first choice Year 7
applications ever received for our September 2025 cohort. Our students have worked hard this term and enjoyed many
opportunities for learning outside the classroom including trips to Anderton Centre, Oxford University, Manchester
University, Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Manchester Airport, GameTech at Salford, theatre trips to see WonderBoy and
Blood Brothers, Rochdale Sixth Form College and others. We look forward to building on this success and momentum
during the rest of this academic year.

Student Rewards

The Autumn term has been filled with a wide range of enriching and memorable experiences for our students. The
winning forms of each year group had the pleasure of participating in events such as UV Dodgeball, where students
embraced teamwork and energy in a fun and engaging way. In addition, we hosted a festive Christmas afternoon,
complete with a delightful array of treats, bringing holiday cheer to all.

We are also thrilled to announce the winners of the second attendance league of the school year. These outstanding
students will be rewarded with early lunch passes as a recognition of their consistent punctuality and commitment to
being present. Special congratulations go to Beverly Onyemaizu Gabriel (7.5) for her stunning design, which earned
her first place in the Christmas Card competition. Her creativity was truly exceptional. We would also like to celebrate
the achievements of her talented sister, Jasmin Onyemaizu Gabriel (10.1), who continues to showcase remarkable
abilities by winning the Thank you Card competition.

During the last week of term we will be holding our prestigious Award Assemblies, where we recognise and celebrate
students for their academic progress, hard work, and perseverance. These events are a wonderful opportunity to
honour those who have gone above and beyond in their studies and be praised for their determination and efforts.

In addition to these special occasions, we continue to offer daily and weekly recognition to our students through value
points, scholar cards, and the Friday weekly Headteacher’s Breakfast, all of which serve as a celebration of their positive
behaviour, achievements, and contributions to the school community.

We would also like to remind parents and carers that students who demonstrate excellent attendance, good behaviour,
and punctuality will be eligible for the highly anticipated Blackpool Trip at the end of the school year in July. This
exciting opportunity serves as a reward for those who consistently uphold the values of our school. We take great
pride in the hard work, dedication and accomplishments of our students, and we are excited to see what the remainder
of the school year will bring.

The best for everyone
The best from everyone
We have faith in our future
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Academy Christmas Celebrations

Year 7 students will be participating in the annual Christmas Service at St Leonard’s Parish Church in Middleton on the
afternoon of Monday 16 December 2024. Year 7 parents are welcome to attend this service.

Our student Faith Leaders will be serving a Christmas meal on Wednesday 18 December 2024 to our community
Pensioners’ group at 16:00 as part of their Love Thy Neighbour project activities. Further details regarding these
activities will follow to relevant parents and carers.

Christmas Lunch for the whole school will also take place on Tuesday 10 December 2024 and will be free of charge to
everyone. This will also be Christmas Jumper Day when students may wear a Christmas jumper or one other festive
item of clothing. Apart from the jumper or other item, such as socks or a scarf, students must wear full uniform.
Students are asked to donate £1 on Christmas Jumper Day.

We are also holding a Christmas Market for students on Thursday 19 December 2024 during break and lunchtime, at
which students will be selling cakes, homemade decorations and cards to their peers. Funds raised from Christmas
Jumper Day donations and the Christmas Market will be split between our chosen charity for this year, The Cystic
Fibrosis Trust, and to support the Year 11 Prom.

School Production: High School Musical, 10 and 11 December 2024

Next week, our heart space will be transformed into a stage of dreams as our talented students bring High School
Musical to life, in what promises to be an unforgettable production. With dazzling choreography, heartfelt solos and
captivating performances, this will showcase the incredible acting, singing, and dancing talents of our students. Behind
the scenes, our dedicated staff and volunteers have been working tirelessly to ensure every detail—from costumes to
set design—adds to the magic. This production will be a true celebration of creativity, collaboration and school spirit,
and we are excited to share it with our school community. Tickets are on sale from the Admin office at £3 each or 4
for £10 and we look forward to welcoming you all to this spectacular event!

Closure for Christmas on Friday 20 December 2024

We will offer a ‘grab and go’ lunch service to all students on the last day of term on a pre-order basis only. Students
who normally pay for their meals will need to pay as usual so please ensure that your child has enough funds on their
lunch account.

The Academy will then close for the Christmas break slightly earlier than normal, as in previous years on the last day of
the Autumn Term. Students in Years 7 to 10 inclusive will be dismissed at 12:00 noon. Year 11 will be dismissed earlier
at approximately 10:30, following their College Application examination results event that morning.

Parents and carers of Year 11 students have been invited to attend this event between 09:00 and 09:30, after which
students will participate in the Year 11 Achievement Assembly.

Building Work

You may have already seen that our building work is now underway for the extension to the heart space at the front
of school due to the increased demand for places here at St Anne’s. The work is expected to take up to 6 months to
completed. During this time, we would like to remind parents and carers that, due to the impact of the building
compound in restricting the number of available car parking bays available, parking in the internal car park is not
permitted unless you have a blue badge. Thank you for your continued support with this.

The best for everyone
The best from everyone
We have faith in our future
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Message from the Chaplain at Christmas

As we approach this blessed season of Christmas, | would like to take a moment to express my heartfelt thanks to you
for your continued support and partnership with St Anne’s throughout this year. This time of year reminds us of the
gift of love, the joy of giving, and the hope that Christ brings to the world. On behalf of the staff and myself, | wish you
and your family a Christmas filled with warmth, love, and blessings. May the New Year bring good health, happiness,
and continued growth in faith.

With warmest wishes and prayers for a joyous Christmas.

Term Dates 2025/26

For your information, term dates for next academic year are attached to this letter as Appendix 1.

Finally, | would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year when they arrive, and we look
forward to seeing all our students safely back in school and ready to learn at 08:25 on Monday 6 January 2025.

Yours sincerely,

Mr C Heyes

Headteacher

Find us on our socials:

www.stannesacademy.org.uk n @StAnnesCEAcademy o @StAnnesAcademy

The best for everyone
The best from everyone
We have faith in our future
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Academy Term Dates 2025/26 Appendix 1

SEPTEMBER 2025 OCTOBER 2025 NOVEMEBER 2025
M| T|{w|[T]F|s]|s M| T|lw|[T]F][s]s M| Tlw|[T]F]s]s
1 2 3 4 5 & 7 1 2 3 4 5 1 2
B 9 10 11 12 13 14 & 7 B 9 10 11 12 3 4 5 & 7 B 9
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
20 [ 30 — 24 [ 5 [26 [ [ 28] 29 [ 30
DECEMEBER 2025 JANUARY 2026 FEBRUARY 2026
M| T|{w|[T]F|s5]|s M| T|{w|[T]F|s5]|s M| Tlw|[T]|F]s5]s
1 2 3 4 5 & 7 1 3 4 1
B 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 [ 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 & 7 B
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 21 22
26 | 27 | 28 [ 29 | 30 | 31 23 | 24 | 35 | 26 | 27 | 2B
MARCH 2026 APRIL 2026 MAY 2026
M| T|{w|[T]F|s5]|s M| T|{w|[T]F|s5]|s M| Tlw|[T]|F] s
1 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3
2 3 4 5 & 7 B & 11 12 4 5 & 7 B 9 10
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 18 19 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
23 [ 24 | 25 [ 26| 27 [ 28| 2a| [ 27 ] 28] 29 30 E 4 EE
30 31
JUNE 2026 JULY 2026 AUGUST 2026
M| T|{w|[T]F|s5]|s M| T|{w|[T]F|s5]|s M| Tlw|[T]|F]s5]s
1 2 3 5 7 1 2 3 4 5 1 2
B 9 10 11 12 13 14 & 7 B 9 10 11 12 B 9
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 15 16
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 20 21 25 26 22 23
29 | 30 29 | 30
Key
School closed for staff training days [INSET)
Term time dates, school open to students
School holidays
Bank holidays
MEB: 3 further INSET dates to be confirmed.
The best for everyone
The best from everyone
We have faith in our future
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