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To All Parents and Carers

21 October 2024

Dear Parents and Carers

It has been an excellent start to the new academic year, and | would like to thank all our parents, carers, staff,
and students for your ongoing support. Our new Year 7 students had a fantastic time on their team-building
day trip to the Anderton Centre in Chorley on their first full day at school in September. This was our third
annual trip to Anderton Centre, with excellent feedback again from students, staff and the Anderton Centre
itself. This is firmly part of our annual offer to help our new Year 7 students make friends, try new
adventurous activities, overcome their fears, and enjoy themselves.

We held our Open Evening on 19 September 2024, with more families in attendance than ever before and |
would like to extend a massive thank you to our staff for their efforts in delivering an enjoyable, activity-filled
event for our prospective Year 7 students and their families.

Ofsted

We were delighted that the hard work and efforts of students and staff over the past five years was
recognised by Ofsted, who inspected the school in July and awarded Good in all four categories. This was
followed by our best-ever GCSE results in the summer. All parents were emailed a copy of the final report last
month however, it can also be viewed at Ofsted - St Anne's Academy (stannesacademy.org.uk).

Year 11 Maximise Event: Thursday 24 October 2024 [Spm to 7pm]

Our annual event to support Year 11 students and their families with revision techniques during this most
important GCSE year takes place on Thursday, 24 October 2024, from 5pm to 7pm. Students will be able to
sign up for their free revision books and can talk to many post-16 providers who will be attending the event.

Year 11 college application examinations will then take place from 8™ to 28™ November 2024 inclusive.
Further details have been sent separately to Year 11 families regarding this event.

Year 7 Settling in Evening: Thursday 7 November 2024 [3.30pm to 6pm]

There will be an opportunity for new Year 7 parents and carers to meet with your child’s Form Tutor to see
how well they are settling into St Anne’s and ask any questions you may have, on Thursday 7 November 2024
from 3.30pm to 6pm. Details of how to book an appointment at this event will be sent via Edulink.

Culture and Rewards

The standards across our school have been great when it comes to uniform, equipment, and attitude. It’s
been wonderful to see students taking pride in their appearance, arriving prepared with the right tools for
learning, and demonstrating a positive, respectful attitude both in and out of the classroom. These efforts
are setting a great example for others and are contributing to a productive and welcoming environment. We
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hope this strong commitment continues throughout the year, as it plays a big part in fostering the best
possible school experience for everyone.

Form Ambassadors have been selected this half term and we look forward to seeing them do an incredible
job collaborating with the Executive Student Leadership Team. Together, they are working on initiatives to
improve our school environment, raise awareness for important charitable causes, and organise fundraising
activities that make a real difference. Their efforts are helping to create a more engaged and caring school
culture, where students are actively involved in shaping the positive changes we want to see. The sense of
community and collaboration at St Anne's is growing, and it’s exciting to see how our school culture is
continuing to evolve in such a positive direction.

At St Anne's, we have a strong culture of recognising and rewarding students for striving to be their best.
Whether it’s through earning value points, receiving praise postcards sent home, or being named Scholar of
the Lesson, we celebrate the hard work, dedication, and positive contributions of our students. These
rewards not only acknowledge individual achievements but also inspire a sense of pride and motivation
across the school. All parents/carers are able to view the achievement points your child gets daily on the
Edulink app.

When we return after the half-term break, students will have the exciting opportunity to earn a place on the
end-of-year trip to Blackpool Pleasure Beach. To be eligible, students need to demonstrate great attendance,
great behaviour, and punctuality to both school and lessons. This trip is a reward for those who consistently
give their best throughout the year. Please discuss this with your child, as every student will have a fresh
start on November 4th to make positive choices, set new goals, and work towards earning their place on the
trip. Let’s make the most of this opportunity to be our best every day!

Year 10 Work Experience

This week, all Year 10 students have their work experience launch assembly and parent information packs
and consent forms should arrive via Edulink shortly. Work experience has many benefits in preparing young
adults for their next steps into the working world and we ask that you support your child in searching for and
securing their own placement. The programme will run from Monday 24th March — Friday 28th March 2025.
We have a Work Experience Parents’ Information Evening scheduled for Tuesday 26th November 2024, held
here at the Academy from 5:00pm — 6:00pm. All Year 10 parents and carers are welcome to attend to find
out further information and ask any questions you may have. For further information, please contact Ms Z
Phillips at zphillips@stannesacademy.org.uk.

Student Study Culture

Our St Anne’s study culture has continued to grow across all year groups over the last half term. Year 11 in
particular have benefitted from receiving weekly revision strategy sessions as a year group on a Friday
morning. Students have fed back that this is very much helping them in their preparations for the upcoming
College Application Exams. However, our commitment to supporting all students in their academic studies
spans further than just year 11. Every student across years 7-11 have access to a range of online learning
materials as well as their knowledge organisers.

Office 365

Your child's Office 365 account can be accessed from any computer/mobile device from home. On their
account, they can access a vast range of learning materials relevant to their studies. These resources have
been carefully selected and created by their subject teachers; therefore, link directly to the curriculum they
are studying across the year. Students can access their account by using their school email address and
password. Office 365

Seneca
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Seneca is an online learning platform where students can access engaging and interactive learning resources
to support them in their subject studies. St Anne’s has ensured all students have access to a personalised
account of their own. Many, but not all, home learning tasks are set via this platform. Seneca Learning

Love Thy Neighbour Projects

In September, students and staff donated enough food for Middleton Food Bank to provide 474 meals for the
local community. Thank you for supporting our Harvest appeal.

After the October half term break, we will be collecting gifts as part of our Operation Christmas Child project.
Shoeboxes can be filled with a selection of toys, hygiene items and stationery. If possible, we try to include
one or two special items that we know children will love such as a small doll, cuddly toy, ball, etc. If you'd like
to support us with any of our Love Thy Neighbour projects, then please contact our Chaplain, Mr Elan McQuaid,
at emcquaid@stannesacademy.org.uk.

Finally, a reminder that the last day of this half term is Friday 25 October 2024. | would like to wish everyone
a safe and enjoyable October break and look forward to seeing all our students safely back in school and
ready to learn on Monday 4 November 2024 at 08:25.

Yours sincerely,

Mr C Heyes

Headteacher

Find us on our socials:

www.stannesacademy.org.uk n @StAnnesCEAcademy o @StAnnesAcademy
The best from everyone
We have faith in our future
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