
 

 

To All Parents and Carers        29 November 2022 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As we approach Christmas, I would like to thank all our parents and carers for your continued support during a very 
successful Autumn term.  Our Year 7 Open Evening in September was the best attended yet, with 300 families keen 
to find out more about our school.  There are great changes happening here at St Anne’s and we appreciate the 
support of our parents and carers in promoting our school within the local community. 
 

We continue to work closely with our local primary schools too.  By the end of this term, our Chaplain and other 
Academy staff will have delivered the Archbishop of York Award to over 400 students in nine local primary schools. 
 

Our wonderful Drama department has been working hard with students throughout the term to prepare for the 
annual Christmas production which, this year, is ‘Annie – The Musical’, on Wednesday 7th and Thursday 8th December 
2022 at 6pm.   Tickets cost £3 each and are available via Reception.  I hope that as many families as possible will be 
able to support this event to see the fruits of hard work, talent and ambition within our school community. 
 

Student Rewards 
Well done to our students for their continued efforts and hard work in lessons.  In particular, well done to those 
who have managed to achieve either Bronze or Silver Award levels during this term.  As part of our recognition of 
these efforts, we will be rewarding students in the termly Achievement Assemblies.  These will take place in the last 
week of term and will be an opportunity to celebrate and share the achievements across each year group.  
Furthermore, students who have a 100% ratio of positive to negative points will be invited to attend an additional 
event to recognise their exceptional approach and attitude to school and their learning.  More details will be sent 
to these students.  Keep up the hard work and efforts! 
 

Attendance 
As you know, attendance is one of our key priorities and we continue to be impressed with the high level of attendance 
that all year groups have achieved so far, matching the national average for secondary schools throughout the first half 
term.  We need the support of parents and carers to maintain this, so please continue to send students to school every 
day, on time, and equipped to learn.  Our website has further attendance information including top tips to help students 
attend regularly as well as our updated Attendance Policy which makes clear how we need to work together to support 
students achieve their best every day. 
 

EduLink One – Home/School Communication Portal 
Thank you to the parents and carers who have already created their free EduLink account.  Many of you have provided 
positive feedback about how well this new student information and communication portal has been received.  This 
allows you to access your child’s timetable, monitor attendance, message school and so much more.  There are still 
some Priority 1 and Priority 2 parental contacts who have not yet created their account.  Please can we ask that you do 
so as soon as possible.  Please refer to the letter sent home or the emails we have been sending weekly with instructions 
on how you can access your account and do contact school if you need further support with this. 
 

 
  



 

 
Academy Christmas Celebrations  
Year 7 students will be participating in the annual Christmas Service at St Leonard’s Parish Church in Middleton on the 

afternoon of Monday 12 December 2022.  Also on that date, our annual Christmas Meal for the Homeless event takes 

place at Rochdale Salvation Army from 6pm to 9pm, involving KS4 catering students and staff.  If you would like to 

donate gloves, hats, scarves, socks and toiletry products to support our local community homeless project, please do 

so by the morning of Monday 12 December 2022.  

Our Year 10 Heroes will be serving a Christmas meal on Tuesday 13 December 2022 to our community Pensioners’ 

group at 4pm as part of their Love Thy Neighbour project activities.  Further details regarding these activities will follow 

to relevant parents and carers.   

Christmas Lunch for the whole school will also take place on Tuesday 13 December 2022 and will be free of charge to 

everyone.  This will also be Christmas Jumper Day when students may wear a Christmas jumper or one other festive 

item of clothing.  Apart from the jumper or other item, such as socks or a scarf, students must wear full uniform.  

Students are asked to donate £1 to our chosen charity, Cancer Research UK, on Christmas Jumper Day.  

Closure for Christmas on Friday 16th December 2022 
The Academy will offer a ‘grab and go’ lunch service to all students on the last day of term on a pre-order basis only.  

Students who normally pay for their meals will need to pay as usual so please ensure that your child has enough funds 

on their lunch account.  

The Academy will then close for the Christmas break slightly earlier than normal, as usual for the last day of the Autumn 

Term.  Students in Years 7 to 10 inclusive will be dismissed at 12:00 noon.  Year 11 will be dismissed earlier at 10:30 

following their College Application examination results event that morning.  Parents and carers will be invited to attend 

between 09:00 and 09:30 after which students will participate in a Year 11 Achievement Assembly from 09:30 to 10:30. 

Message from the Chaplain at Christmas 
There are so many good things about Christmas – family, friends, food and presents.  But what’s underneath all the 
Christmas wrappings?  God wanted us to know how much he loves us so he sent Jesus into the world to show us how 
to love and look after each other as families, friends and communities.  This Christmas, why not discover something 
more about who God really is.  Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  God Bless.  
 

Extra Bank Holiday: Monday 8 May 2023 
As you may be aware, an extra national bank holiday has been announced to celebrate the Coronation of King 
Charles next year.  The extra bank holiday will take place on Monday 8 May 2023 and school will be closed to all 
students and staff on that date.   
 

Finally, I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year when they arrive and we look 

forward to seeing all our students safely back in school at 08:25 on Tuesday 3 January 2023. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr C Heyes 

Headteacher 

 


